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Complaint No. 1: Allegations of Ill-Treatment of Meydan TV's Female Journalists in Baku Pre-Trial 

Detention Facility 

Date: 18 February 2026 

Complainants: Aysel Umudova, Khayala Aghayeva and Aytac Ahmadova journalist arrested on 7 

December 2024 in connection with the “Meydan TV case” 

 

On 18 February 2026, around 12 PM Baku time, a search was conducted in the cell of detained Meydan 

TV journalists Aysel Umudova, Khayala Aghayeva and Aytac Ahmadova at the Baku Pre-Trial 

Detention Facility under the supervision of the facility's deputy head, Javid Gulaliyev. According to 
complainant journalists, the search was not a routine security measure but was carried out as retaliation 

for their protest against being held inside a glass cage during court hearings held at Baku Grave Crimes 

Court on 13 February. According to testimony of complainants, although they had been informed that 

the search of a women's cell would be conducted exclusively by female staff, male officers also 
participated in the search.1  

The journalists alleged that the situation escalated after they objected to the manual inspection of their 

personal belongings. According to their testimony, the Head of the Search and Inspection Unit, began 
forcing open the toilet door. Although another journalist Aysel asked for one minute to come out, he 

broke open the door and entered the toilet. She was immediately ordered to leave and was subsequently 

subjected to a personal search. Aytac Ahmadova and Khayala Aghayeva were allegedly verbally 

abused, had their arms twisted behind their backs, and were forcibly removed from the cell while being 
pushed forward with their heads bent down. Aytac Ahmadova was reportedly taken to the exercise 

yard, while Khayala Aghayeva was taken to a separate room. It was further alleged that both sustained 

injuries during the incident. 

According to the journalists, more than twenty detention officers participated in the operation. They 

alleged that they were subjected to physical violence, including having their arms twisted behind their 

backs and being forced to keep their heads down. The journalists further stated that, when they told 

deputy head Javid Gulaliyev that he should not use violence, he placed his hand across his throat and 
replied: "I am up to my throat in blood; this is how it should be." They also stated: "We were subjected 

not only to Javid's physical and psychological violence, but also to his verbal abuse." 

During the incident Gulaliyev made a sexually explicit remark, stating, "My sperm is 

everywhere," which she understood as a threat of sexual violence. She expressed fear that, 

following the incident, she and the other women detainees could be subjected to sexual assault and 

called for the Prosecutor General's Office to conduct a prompt and effective criminal investigation 

and hold those responsible accountable.2 

According to the journalists, the incident occurred in a corridor covered by surveillance cameras and 

in the presence of officers, with the footage reportedly observable from the office of the facility's 

governor, Elnur Ismayilov. 

                                                   
1 “The Authorities Are Intimidating Us Through Pre-Trial Detention Facility Staff”, Toplum TV, 19 February 2026, available at: 

https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pldquohakimiyyet-tecridxana-emekdaslarinin-eli-ile-bize-hede-qorxu-gelirrdquop (accessed 1 July 2026). 
2 Meydan TV, “The Meydan TV Case: ‘Will You Succeed Where the Aliyev Government Failed?’”, published 20 February 2026, last updated 22 

February 2026, available at: https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/meydan-tv-isi-eliyev-iqtidarinin-bacarmadigini-siz-bacaracaqsiniz/ (accessed 1 July 

2026). 

https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pldquohakimiyyet-tecridxana-emekdaslarinin-eli-ile-bize-hede-qorxu-gelirrdquop
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/meydan-tv-isi-eliyev-iqtidarinin-bacarmadigini-siz-bacaracaqsiniz/


On 26 February 2026, the governor of Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, Elnur Ismayilov, reportedly 
summoned Aytac Ahmadova, Khayala Aghayeva and Aysel Umudova to the medical unit and warned 

them to "be careful about your statements, your writings and your words" adding that otherwise a new 

criminal case would be initiated against them. 3 

The journalists subsequently informed the trial court that they had been subjected to violence in Baku 

Pre-Trial Detention Facility and expressed concerns for their safety.  

All three journalists submitted their complaints to the Prosecutor General's Office for investigation and 

requested that the facility's surveillance camera footage be obtained and examined. The Prosecutor 
General's Office referred the complaints to the Sabunchu District Prosecutor Office. After one month 

and half, investigators obtained testimonies from three journalists, but no further decision made up-

date.  Furthermore, in its reply to the letter of Aytaj Ahmadova, dated on 27 March 2026, the 

Penitentiary Service briefly stated that "no unlawful actions had occurred and that the detainees had 

not been subjected to pressure or torture."4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
3 “Detention Facility Head Threatened Women Detained in the ‘Meydan TV Case’ with a ‘New Criminal Case’”, Meydan TV, 28 February 2026, 

available at: https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/t%C9%99cridxana-r%C9%99isi-meydan-tv-isi-uzr%C9%99-h%C9%99bsd%C9%99-olan-

qadinlari-yeni-cinay%C9%99t-isi-il%C9%99-h%C9%99d%C9%99l%C9%99yib/ (accessed 1 July 2026).  
4 “Penitentiary Service Denies Allegations of Violence Against Aytac Tapdig”, Meydan TV, 10 April 2026, available at: https://www.meydan.tv/az/ 

article/penitensiar-xidm%C9%99t-aytac-tapdiga-qarsi-zorakiliq-iddialarini-t%C9%99kzib-edir/ (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/t%C9%99cridxana-r%C9%99isi-meydan-tv-isi-uzr%C9%99-h%C9%99bsd%C9%99-olan-qadinlari-yeni-cinay%C9%99t-isi-il%C9%99-h%C9%99d%C9%99l%C9%99yib/
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/t%C9%99cridxana-r%C9%99isi-meydan-tv-isi-uzr%C9%99-h%C9%99bsd%C9%99-olan-qadinlari-yeni-cinay%C9%99t-isi-il%C9%99-h%C9%99d%C9%99l%C9%99yib/
https://www.meydan.tv/az/%20article/penitensiar-xidm%C9%99t-aytac-tapdiga-qarsi-zorakiliq-iddialarini-t%C9%99kzib-edir/
https://www.meydan.tv/az/%20article/penitensiar-xidm%C9%99t-aytac-tapdiga-qarsi-zorakiliq-iddialarini-t%C9%99kzib-edir/


Complaint No. 2. Complaint by Bashir Suleymanli concerning detention conditions in Baku Pre-Trial 

Detention Facility 

Date: 26 March 2026 

Complainant: Bashir Suleymanli, arrested on 13 March 2025 in connection to “NGO case” 

According to information provided by family members of Bashir Suleymanli, a newly admitted 
detainee, who is reportedly suffering from mental health problems and taking medication, was placed 

in Bashir Suleymanli's cell. Suleymanli considers that this was done deliberately in order to subject 

him to pressure and to create a risk of provocation against him. 

According to the available information, restrictions were also imposed on Bashir Suleymanli's 

telephone communication with his family. Although 22 March was his scheduled day for making a 

telephone call, he was not afforded the opportunity to exercise that right. In response, he appealed to 

the public in Azerbaijan, the Ombudsperson, the Delegation of the European Union to Azerbaijan, and 

foreign embassies accredited in Azerbaijan.5 

Bashir Suleymanli was arrested in March 2025 in connection with the so-called "NGO case." He has 

been charged with official forgery, abuse of official powers, and the legalization (money laundering) 

of property allegedly obtained through criminal means.  

In the same case, Mammad Alpay, Asaf Ahmadov, Zamin Zaki, and Ahmad Mammadzada were also 

detained, while various alternative preventive measures were imposed on several other NGO 

representatives or they were placed on a wanted list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
5 “Reports of Pressure on Bashir Suleymanli in Detention”, Toplum TV, 26 March 2026, available at: https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pbesir-

suumlleymanliya-hebsde-tezyiqler-edildiyi-bildirilirnbspp  (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pbesir-suumlleymanliya-hebsde-tezyiqler-edildiyi-bildirilirnbspp
https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pbesir-suumlleymanliya-hebsde-tezyiqler-edildiyi-bildirilirnbspp


Complaint No. 3: Allegation of Torture of Two Male Detainees in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility 

Date: 26 March 2026 

Complainants: Anonymous  

On 26 March 2026, the independent media outlet Meydan TV published information, citing persons 

detained in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, alleging that two male detainees were subjected to 

torture on the night of 23–24 March 2026. 

According to the report, at approximately midnight, two detainees from the men's wing who had 

reportedly inflicted self-harm been taken to the facility's Medical and Sanitary Unit. It was alleged that, 

during the provision of first aid, an argument arose between the detainees and detention facility staff. 

The staff reportedly handcuffed the detainees, verbally abused them, and escorted them to the exercise 

yard located at the end of the corridor. 

According to the information received, detained journalists who witnessed the incident through 

windows overlooking the exercise yard observed violence being inflicted on the two detainees. It was 
alleged that approximately ten detention officers forced the detainees to the ground, repeatedly kicked 

them in the face, and continuously struck various parts of their bodies. According to the detained 

journalists, the assault took place under the supervision of the head of the facility's general regime 

department, Vahid Atakishiyev. 

The report further stated that, after the journalists protested against the violence, the lights were 

switched off and the assault continued. 

According to the allegations, the incident lasted approximately 15 minutes. Bloodstains reportedly 
remained on the walls and floor of the exercise yard, and the following morning the area was allegedly 

washed and cleaned by detainee workers. The report also noted that it had not been possible to obtain 

any comment from the competent state authorities regarding the incident. 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   
6 “Torture at Baku Pre-Trial Detention Centre: Two Handcuffed Detainees Thrown to the Ground and Beaten”, Meydan TV, 26 March 2026, 

available at: https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/baki-istintaq-t%C9%99cridxanasinda-isg%C9%99nc%C9%99-%C9%99li-qandalli-iki-

m%C9%99hbus-yer%C9%99-yixilaraq-doyulub/ (accessed 1 July 2026).  

https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/baki-istintaq-t%C9%99cridxanasinda-isg%C9%99nc%C9%99-%C9%99li-qandalli-iki-m%C9%99hbus-yer%C9%99-yixilaraq-doyulub/
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/baki-istintaq-t%C9%99cridxanasinda-isg%C9%99nc%C9%99-%C9%99li-qandalli-iki-m%C9%99hbus-yer%C9%99-yixilaraq-doyulub/


Complaint 4: Observations and Allegations Concerning Torture and Ill-Treatment in Baku Pre-Trial 

Detention Facility 

Date: 24 April 2026 and 26 May 2026 

Complainant: Ramil Babayev arrested on 6 March 2024 in connection to the criminal case against the 

Institute for Democratic Initiatives and the “Toplum TV case” 

In April and May 2026, Ramil Babayev made a series of public statements concerning detention 

conditions in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, including allegations of physical violence, 
discriminatory treatment and other forms of ill-treatment against detainees. He also undertook two 

hunger strikes in protest against these issues. According to Babayev’s detailed letters, his hunger strikes 

included demands such as to an end to torture and ill-treatment in the facility, improvements to sanitary 

conditions in disciplinary cells, the effective transmission of prisoners’ complaints to the competent 
authorities, guarantees of confidential communication between political prisoners and their lawyers 

and family members, and access to adequate medical treatment for political prisoner Alasgar 

Mammadli. 

In a statement published on 24 April 2026, Babayev alleged an increase in incidents of physical 

violence against detainees within the facility. He claimed that certain staff members openly subjected 

detainees to violence and that such incidents occurred with impunity. Referring to an incident that 

allegedly took place on 14 April 2026, he stated that he personally had witnessed a detainee being 
subjected to physical violence after protesting a power outage. According to Babayev, officers holding 

the ranks of captain and major, as well as Arif Heydarov, Deputy Head of the Regime and Control 

Department, and Deputy Head Javid Gulaliyev, were among those reportedly involved in such 
incidents.7 Babayev further alleged that officials named in complaints concerning violence had been 

promoted rather than held accountable for their alleged misconduct. In this regard, he recalled that 

when he complained to former Deputy Governor Ahad Abdiyev about violence against detainees, he 

was reportedly told: 

“Didn’t I tell them not to beat people where these [political prisoners] can see it?” 

Babayev also stated that Deputy Head Javid Gulaliyev had reportedly remarked to one political 

prisoner: 

“By writing about me so much [referring to articles alleging his involvement in violence], you 

eventually helped me get promoted to the rank of major.” 

In a subsequent statement published on 26 May 2026, Babayev alleged that at approximately 5:00 p.m. 
on 23 May he witnessed a detainee being beaten by Javid Gulaliyev, Deputy Governor of Baku Pre-

Trial Detention Facility. Babayev called for the preservation and review of CCTV footage, an 

independent medical examination of the alleged victim, his own questioning as a witness, and an 

investigation by the Ombudsperson into the incident. 8 

                                                   
7 Ramil Babayev, “Violence Month at the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Centre” (Toplum TV, 24 April 2026), available at: 

https://toplummedia.tv/mehkeme/pramil-babayev-yazir-ldquobaki-istintaq-tecridxanasinda-zorakiliq-ayidirrdquop (accessed 1 July 2026).  
8 Ramil Babayev, “Ramil Babayev Resumes His Hunger Strike”, Toplum TV, 25 May 2026, available at: https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pramil-

babayev-yeniden-acliq-aksiyasina-baslayibp (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://toplummedia.tv/mehkeme/pramil-babayev-yazir-ldquobaki-istintaq-tecridxanasinda-zorakiliq-ayidirrdquop
https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pramil-babayev-yeniden-acliq-aksiyasina-baslayibp
https://toplummedia.tv/siyaset/pramil-babayev-yeniden-acliq-aksiyasina-baslayibp


Complaint 5. Allegations of Torture and Ill-Treatment Raised in Baku Pre-Trial Detention 

Facility 

Date: 12–25 May 2026 

Complainant: Nurlan Gahramanov arrested on 20 February 2025 in connection with the “Meydan TV 

case” 

On 12 May 2026, information alleging that journalist Nurlan Gahramanov, who is being held in Baku 

Pre-Trial Detention Facility, had been subjected to violence by a detention facility officer was made 

public by individuals advocating on his behalf through his social media account.9 

According to information transmitted by Nurlan Gahramanov from Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, 

he was subjected to physical violence following an argument with Warrant Officer Ismat Aliyev in 
Cell No. 202 at approximately 4:00 p.m. on 2 May 2026. He alleged that the officer forcefully closed 

the metal cell door on his arm and subsequently handcuffed him from behind before dragging him 

along the corridor in a manner that he described as resembling the torture method commonly referred 

to as the “Palestinian hanging” position. 

According to Gahramanov: 

“Warrant Officer Aliyev beat me, squeezed my arms through the bars and then handcuffed my 

hands behind my back and twisted them upwards. The marks from the handcuffs remained on 

my arms.” 

According to Gahramanov, following the incident he was taken to Colonel Jeyhun Hajiyev and 

requested a medical examination. However, he alleged that, instead of ensuring an investigation into 
his complaint and providing medical assistance, officials attempted to reconcile him with the officer 

accused of carrying out the violence. He further stated that bruising caused by the handcuffs remained 

visible on his wrists for approximately one week and that, despite repeatedly requesting a medical 

examination, no effective response was provided. 

The journalist further alleged that he had been subjected to hostile and degrading treatment within the 

facility since December 2025, which he linked to critical articles published by Meydan TV. He claimed 

that the facility governor, Elnur Ismayilov, had exerted pressure on him and that ill-treatment of 
detainees had become a routine practice within the detention facility, facilitated by a climate of 

impunity for staff members. Gahramanov also expressed dissatisfaction with what he described as the 

failure of the Ombudsperson and the Prosecutor General’s Office to respond effectively to his 

allegations. 10 

 

 

                                                   
9 “Journalist Says He Was Beaten in Pre-Trial Detention”, Azadlıq Radiosu, 13 May 2026, available at: https://www.azadliq.org/a/nurlan-libre-

acliq/33651421.html (accessed 1 July 2026).  
10 Nurlan Gahramanli, “I Was Tortured Right Under That Writing”, Meydan TV, 25 May 2026, available at: 

https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/nurlan-q%C9%99hr%C9%99manlı-el%C9%99-o-yazının-altında-işg%C9%99nc%C9%99y%C9%99-

m%C9%99ruz-qaldım/ (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://www.azadliq.org/a/nurlan-libre-acliq/33651421.html
https://www.azadliq.org/a/nurlan-libre-acliq/33651421.html
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/nurlan-q%C9%99hr%C9%99manlı-el%C9%99-o-yazının-altında-işg%C9%99nc%C9%99y%C9%99-m%C9%99ruz-qaldım/
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/nurlan-q%C9%99hr%C9%99manlı-el%C9%99-o-yazının-altında-işg%C9%99nc%C9%99y%C9%99-m%C9%99ruz-qaldım/
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