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Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility: Allegations of Torture, Ill-Treatment and Restrictions on 

Detainees' Rights (January–June 2026) 

Background information  

Between January and June 2026, the Independent Lawyers Network documented a significant 

increase in allegations of torture, ill-treatment and unlawful restrictions affecting detainees held in 

Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility. Although these allegations concern different victims and 

incidents, they reveal recurring patterns pointing to systemic failures in prevention, investigation 

and accountability of torture, ill-treatment and rights of detainees. 

Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility (Azerbaijani: Bakı İstintaq Təcridxanası) is a penitentiary 

institution under the authority of the Penitentiary Service of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic 

of Azerbaijan. Opened in 2009. it is primarily designated for the detention of persons accused of 

criminal offences who have been remanded in custody pending trial. It is located in the Zabrat 

settlement of the Sabunchu District of Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan (geographic coordinates: 

40.497979° N, 49.930020° E).  

Although the facility has an official capacity of 2,500 persons, the number of detainees has 

reportedly exceeded 3,000 for several years. According to information obtained by detainees from 

facility staff and management, the population has at times reached between 3,700 and 4,000 

persons. Based on information available during the preparation of this summary, the facility was 

estimated to hold at least 3,200 detainees. 

In its report on the December 2022 visit, the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture 

(CPT) found that the facility held 3,017 detainees despite an official capacity of 2,500, 

corresponding to 121% occupancy. In some cells, living space was limited to 2 m² per person, and 

detainees had reportedly been required to share beds in shifts.1 By contrast, Article 21 of the 

relevant Azerbaijani law requires at least 4 m² of living space per detainee. 

In her 2025 Annual Report, the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsperson) of the Republic 

of Azerbaijan observed2 that: 

“Visits revealed that overcrowding remains a problem in certain penitentiary institutions, 
particularly pre-trial detention facilities. The number of persons held in excess of a facility’s 

designated capacity negatively affects all services and activities within the institution.” 

However, Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility faces challenges that extend beyond overcrowding. 

Available information indicates that the facility operates in an environment where effective public 

and preventive oversight is lacking and where detainees face significant obstacles in obtaining 

effective protection against torture, ill-treatment and other concerns related to detention conditions. 

                                                
1 European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT), Report to the Azerbaijani 

Government on the Visit to Azerbaijan from 12 to 19 December 2022, CPT/Inf (2024) 24, Strasbourg, 3 July 2024, available at: 

https://rm.coe.int/1680b08fa3 (accessed 1 July 2026).  
2 Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Annual Report of the Commissioner for Human Rights 

(Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the Protection of Human Rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2025, Baku, 2026, available at: 

https://ombudsman.az/storage/QrxmsSv6qqeHfQhVrpkq0ZJm9JdSZJDAH4K6mEhl.pdf (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://rm.coe.int/1680b08fa3
https://ombudsman.az/storage/QrxmsSv6qqeHfQhVrpkq0ZJm9JdSZJDAH4K6mEhl.pdf


Overview 

The Independent Lawyers Network prepared these observations following the collection, 

verification, and monitoring of allegations and complaints of torture, ill-treatment, and 

interferences to the detainees’ right to contact with their families in Baku Pre-Trial Detention 

Facility between January and June 2026. 

 

Independent monitoring of detention places and prison establishments is effectively absent in 

Azerbaijan. The country lacks a genuinely independent National Preventive Mechanism, and 

independent civil society organizations are not permitted to monitor detention facilities or 

penitentiary institutions. 

 

Law-enforcement authorities systematically either deny torture and ill-treatment complaints 

without any investigation or issue repetitive, formulaic refusal decisions without conducting 

objective and comprehensive investigations.  

In practice, the judiciary has demonstrated persistent structural deficiencies in ensuring the 

independent and objective examination of allegations of torture and ill-treatment involving law-

enforcement officials. The concerns documented in this monitoring brief are consistent with the 

Council of Europe Committee of Ministers' supervision of the execution of the Muradova, 

Mammadov (Jalaloglu) and Mikayil Mammadov groups of cases.3 In its latest examination in 

December 2025, the Committee reiterated that ill-treatment by law-enforcement authorities 

remains a persistent problem in Azerbaijan and noted that significant improvement is necessary to 

increase supervision over investigations into ill-treatment, including to address the root causes of 

the lengthy investigative and judicial proceedings. 

Similar concerns have been raised by the UN Committee against Torture. In its 2024 Concluding 

Observations, the Committee expressed concern that human rights defenders and journalists 

continue to face physical and judicial harassment, torture and ill-treatment, while allegations of 

such abuses have not been subject to prompt, independent and effective investigations or resulted 

in the prosecution of those responsible.4 

Against this background, the Independent Lawyers Network considers that the consistency of the 

allegations concerning Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, documented between January and June 

2026, together with the concrete and detailed nature of the testimonies, their corroboration by other 

evidence, and the recurring pattern of incidents, require objective, thorough and effective 

investigations.  

However, impunity for torture and ill-treatment in the penitentiary system has become so 

entrenched and systemic that torture and related complaints consistently fail to lead to effective 

investigations or to the identification and accountability of those responsible. 

                                                
3 Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, Notes on the Execution of the Muradova, Mammadov (Jalaloglu) and Mikayil Mammadov 

Groups of Cases v. Azerbaijan, 1545th meeting (DH), 2–4 December 2025, H46-4, available at HUDOC EXEC:  https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/?i=004-

1711  
4 United Nations Committee against Torture, Concluding Observations on the Fifth Periodic Report of Azerbaijan, CAT/C/AZE/CO/5, 5 June 2024, 

paras. 20–21, available at: 

https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=nOWfZyL5%2FPIqEzsgHSt0eeBOh45QlDGErc%2FoRwbY8CJLTOJg%2FsfcAa

lTWcOXHQd8MsNDPwxOZsv0U%2F8k9TFlkw%3D%3D  

https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/?i=004-1711
https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/?i=004-1711
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=nOWfZyL5%2FPIqEzsgHSt0eeBOh45QlDGErc%2FoRwbY8CJLTOJg%2FsfcAalTWcOXHQd8MsNDPwxOZsv0U%2F8k9TFlkw%3D%3D
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=nOWfZyL5%2FPIqEzsgHSt0eeBOh45QlDGErc%2FoRwbY8CJLTOJg%2FsfcAalTWcOXHQd8MsNDPwxOZsv0U%2F8k9TFlkw%3D%3D


Key Findings 

This monitoring brief summarizes the principal findings and recommendations arising from this 

documentation. The monitoring identified: 

 At least 5 publicly reported allegations of torture or ill-treatment: At least 5 allegations 

reported during first 6 months period of 2026 that contain allegations of torture, inhuman 

and degrading treatment, physical violence, gender-based violence against detainees held 

in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility. 

 At least 3 formal complaints related to torture and ill-treatment submitted to 

domestic authorities: Three complaints submitted to the General Prosecutor's Office of 

Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Justice’s the Penitentiary Service have not resulted in 

prompt, impartial or objective investigations. 

 A widespread suspension of family visits affecting most political prisoners since 

February 2026: Since February 2026, most of political prisoners have reportedly been 

deprived of regular in-person family visits guaranteed under Azerbaijani legislation. Visits 

have been replaced by brief telephone conversations through glass partitions without any 

lawful basis under domestic legislation. 

 Repeated allegations implicating the same detention official: Despite repeated 

allegations against specific detention officials, notably Javid Gulaliyev, Deputy Head of 

the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, known among detainees as the “king of torture”, the 

authorities have neither initiated nor announced any effective investigation, nor publicly 

condemned the alleged acts of torture or ill-treatment. Various complaints contain mutually 

corroborating allegations that Javid Gulaliyev made sexually explicit, degrading and 

humiliating remarks towards women political prisoners. 

 Continuing absence of effective investigations: Although cooperation with the European 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) formally resumed in September 2025, Baku 

Pre-Trial Detention Facility was not visited despite numerous publicly reported allegations 

during 2024 and 2025 years. The UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture has not 

visited Azerbaijan since 2015. The Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsperson) has 

not provided any visible or effective response to these public allegations widely distributed 

in media. 

Methodology 

This monitoring brief is based on information collected and analyzed by the Independent Lawyers 

Network from a range of sources, including complaints, applications, court decisions, official 

responses, victim testimonies, media reports, NGO publications, and other publicly available 

information. 

Allegations were assessed for consistency and credibility through cross-checking with available 

documentary and contextual information. The information presented in this summary does not 

provide a complete picture of the situation in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility. 



I. Rising complaints of torture and ill-treatment in Baku Pre-Trial Detention 

Facility 

The Independent Lawyers Network observes that allegations of torture and ill-treatment of 

detainees, particularly political prisoners held in the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, were 

reported consistently throughout the period from January to June 2026. 

The growing number of consistent and detailed complaints related to torture and ill-treatment 

during first half year of 2026 has become visible largely because many political prisoners, 

including independent journalists, human rights defenders and civic activists held in the Baku Pre-

Trial Detention facility have reported the violations they either subjected or witnessed. Yet the true 

scale of torture and ill-treatment can hardly be fully established, given the ineffectiveness of legal 

remedies, the absence of independent monitoring access to the facility, and the risks associated 

with making such allegations public. 

Nevertheless, since January 2026, at least five publicly reported complaints have alleged torture, 

beatings, humiliation, gender-based violence, and other forms of ill-treatment at the Baku Pre-

Trial Detention Facility. These reports suggest not isolated incidents, but an entrenched practice 

sustained by impunity and lack of oversight (See: Annex 1).  

A matter of particular concern is that certain officials of the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility are 

repeatedly identified in official complaints alleging torture and other forms of violent ill-treatment. 

Complaints and victim testimonies contain credible and mutually corroborating allegations that 

some officials have been promoted despite repeated allegations of cruelty and ill-treatment of 

detainees. The complaints also consistently refer to Javid Gulaliyev, Deputy Head of the Baku Pre-

Trial Detention Facility, who is reportedly known among detainees as the "King of Torture." 

(Annex 1, p. 6). 

The monitoring further indicates that domestic accountability mechanisms continue to fail to 

provide effective protection. The Prosecutor’s Office and the Penitentiary Service failed to ensure 

prompt, impartial and effective investigations into the complaints and applications submitted to 

them. Despite the gravity of the allegations, no meaningful investigative results had been produced 

by the prosecutorial authorities more than three months after the complaints were submitted. 

Despite the requirements of Azerbaijan’s Code of Criminal Procedure (Art.207) and UN 

Convention Against Torture, to which Azerbaijan is a State (Art.12), there is no publicly available 

information indicating that prosecutors have opened any ex officio inquiry (record and review the 

allegations) into the torture and ill-treatment allegations reported in the media or NGO reports. 

These failures are particularly concerning because Azerbaijan is under a clear legal obligation to 

investigate every credible allegation of torture. 



During this period, the Penitentiary Service of the Ministry of Justice refused to investigate torture 

and ill-treatment complaints submitted by an applicant, merely denying the allegations without 

giving any substantive reasons (Annex – 1, page 3). The refusal to investigate allegations of torture 

and ill-treatment is incompatible with Azerbaijan's obligations under both domestic law and the 

international treaties to which Azerbaijan is a party. This also reflects a worrying and widespread 

practice of the Ministry of Justice of dismissing allegations of torture and ill-treatment through 

unsubstantiated denials instead of conducting effective investigations, thereby contributing to the 

persistence of impunity. 

At the same time, neither the Ministry of Justice nor the Penitentiary Service has issued any public 

denial or explanation in response to publicly reported complaints of torture and ill-treatment. This 

silence is inconsistent with Azerbaijan's obligation to adopt and demonstrate a policy of zero 

tolerance towards torture and ill-treatment under the UN Convention Against Torture. 

The steady and sharp rise in allegations of torture and ill-treatment in Baku Pre-Trial Detention 

Facility during the first six months of 2026, in a facility largely beyond the reach of independent 

domestic and international monitoring, points to a deepening climate of impunity within 

Azerbaijan’s law-enforcement and penitentiary system.  

In October 2025, the Independent Lawyers Network (ILN), jointly with OMCT, submitted a 

comprehensive follow-up report to the UN Committee against Torture documenting the 

deterioration of the situation regarding torture, ill-treatment, access to legal safeguards, and civic 

space in Azerbaijan during 2024–2025.5 

 

II. Right to Contact: Family Visit Unlawfully Restricted in Baku Pre-Trial 

Detention Facility 

Since late February 2026, the authorities have imposed blanket restrictions on family visits 

affecting most political prisoners detained in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility. 

Restrictions have been imposed since 24 February 2026 on the legally guaranteed right of 

detainees held in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility.6 According to the information from at political 

prisoners, in-person family visits, which had previously lasted up to two hours, although domestic 

                                                
5 Independent Lawyers Network (ILN) and World Organization Against Torture (OMCT), Follow-Up Submission to the UN Committee against 

Torture Based on the Concluding Observations on the Fifth Periodic Report of Azerbaijan, Adopted on 6 May 2024 , 30 October 2025, available 

at: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2FCAT%2FNGS%2FAZE%2F66604&Lang=en (

accessed 1 July 2026). 
6 “What Is Happening at the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility?”, Meydan TV, 9 March 2026, available at: https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/baki-

istintaq-t%C9%99cridxanasinda-n%C9%99-bas-verir/ (accessed 1 July 2026).  

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2FCAT%2FNGS%2FAZE%2F66604&Lang=en
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/baki-istintaq-t%C9%99cridxanasinda-n%C9%99-bas-verir/
https://www.meydan.tv/az/article/baki-istintaq-t%C9%99cridxanasinda-n%C9%99-bas-verir/


law allows visits of up to four hours, have been replaced by 30-minute telephone conversations 

conducted through a glass partition. 

The facility administration and staff have reportedly justified these restrictions by referring to 

“ongoing repair works” and, on other occasions, to measures related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

According to information obtained by the Independent Lawyers Network from various sources, 

including direct sources, some rooms designated for family visits at Baku Pre-Trial Detention 

Facility are reportedly not being used for their designated purpose. Since March 2026, one of the 

two common halls intended for visits has reportedly been converted into a temporary holding area 

for accused persons awaiting transfer to court. The use of the other common hall has been 

suspended altogether. One individual visiting room is reportedly being used as storage, while 

another is being used as an office by facility staff. 

In her 2025 Annual Report7, the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsperson) of the Republic 

of Azerbaijan noted that:  

“Although the construction and commissioning of new penitentiary institutions in recent 

years have partially contributed to alleviating overcrowding, visits have revealed that 

overcrowding remains a problem in some correctional facilities, particularly pre-trial 

detention centers. The number of persons held in excess of a facility’s designated capacity 

negatively affects all services and activities within the institution.” 

The unlawful and arbitrary restrictions imposed on the family visitation rights of political prisoners 

in the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility further deepen their isolation from the outside world and 

have a serious adverse impact on their psychological well-being. 

Regular contact between persons deprived of their liberty and their family members is an important 

component of human dignity, respect for family life, psychological well-being and the 

presumption of innocence. The suspension of in-person visits without a clear and substantiated 

justification, and their replacement with brief telephone conversations conducted through a glass 

partition, imposes an additional burden on detainees and their families and raises serious concerns 

regarding the right to private and family life. Any restriction on their right to family contact should 

therefore be subject to particularly compelling justification and strict scrutiny. 

Azerbaijani law expressly guarantees persons held in detention the right to meet with close 

relatives, or other persons with whom contact serves a legitimate interest, up to four times per 

month for a period of up to four hours, in dignified and appropriate conditions. It also places a 

direct obligation on detention facility administrations to facilitate such visits. These rights and 

                                                
7 Annual Report of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsperson) of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the Protection of Human Rights in the 

Republic of Azerbaijan for 2025, Baku, 2026, available at: 

https://ombudsman.az/storage/QrxmsSv6qqeHfQhVrpkq0ZJm9JdSZJDAH4K6mEhl.pdf (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://ombudsman.az/storage/QrxmsSv6qqeHfQhVrpkq0ZJm9JdSZJDAH4K6mEhl.pdf


obligations are established in the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Ensuring the Rights and 

Freedoms of Persons Held in Detention8 (Articles 15.2.1, 19.6 and 33.1.6), the Code of Criminal 

Procedure9 (Article 161.1.5), and the Internal Rules of Pre-Trial Detention Facilities10 approved 

by Cabinet of Ministers Decision No. 63 of 26 February 2014 (Articles 8.1.24 and 18). Under the 

applicable legal framework, repair works, lack of space, or internal administrative considerations 

do not constitute lawful grounds for the general and indefinite restriction of the right to family 

visits. 

Domestic law does not authorize the administration of a detention facility to suspend family visits 

as a general measure, alter the statutory visiting regime, or replace in-person visits with alternative 

forms of communication at its discretion.  Restricting detainees' meetings with their families and 

relatives without any legitimate and justified reason is a violation of Azerbaijani legislation, as 

well as obligations arising from international human rights treaties to which Azerbaijan is a party. 

These restrictions raise serious concerns under Articles 3 and 8 of the European Convention on 

Human Rights, concerning the prohibition of ill-treatment and the right to respect for private and 

family life. The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and the European 

Prison Rules require that detainees be allowed to maintain regular contact with their families and 

close persons, including through visits. Any restriction on such contact must be lawful, necessary, 

proportionate and duly justified. 

 

III. Withdrawal from International Anti-Torture Mechanisms and the 

Deepening Impunity  

The recurring complaints and documented violations concerning torture, ill-treatment and other 

forms of abuse in places of detention, penitentiary institutions and other facilities that individuals 

cannot leave at will demonstrate the deepening lack of effective oversight and the persistence of 

impunity within Azerbaijan’s penitentiary and law-enforcement systems. 

The allegations documented in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility during the first five months of 

2026 highlight the urgent need for renewed monitoring and engagement by international anti-

torture mechanisms, particularly the UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) and the 

Council of Europe’s European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT). 

                                                
8 Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Persons Held in Detention, No. 352-IVQ, 22 May 2012, available at: 

https://e-qanun.az/framework/23933 (accessed 1 July 2026).  
9 Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan (approved by Law No. 907-IQ of 14 July 2000), available at: https://e-

qanun.az/framework/46950 (accessed 1 July 2026). 
10 Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Decision No. 63 of 26 February 2014 on the Approval of the Internal Rules of Pre-Trial 

Detention Facilities, 26 February 2014, available at: https://e-qanun.az/framework/33805 (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://e-qanun.az/framework/23933
https://e-qanun.az/framework/46950
https://e-qanun.az/framework/46950
https://e-qanun.az/framework/33805


In its 2017 report, the CPT concluded that torture and impunity in Azerbaijan were systemic, 

widespread and endemic, and that ill-treatment by law-enforcement officials had effectively 

become part of an institutional culture.11 

Following the decision of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) on 26 

January 2024 not to ratify the credentials of the Azerbaijani delegation, the Azerbaijani authorities 

cancelled previously agreed high-level meetings with the CPT without providing an official 

explanation. 

On 3 July 2024, the CPT issued its first public statement concerning Azerbaijan, an exceptional 

measure reserved for situations of serious concern. The Committee stated that this step was 

prompted by Azerbaijan’s outright refusal to cooperate and its continued failure to implement 

longstanding recommendations addressing systemic ill-treatment in places of detention.12 

The resumption of cooperation between the CPT and the Azerbaijani authorities in 2025 was a 

positive development. In this context, the CPT carried out a visit to Azerbaijan from 22 September 

to 3 October 2025. However, the delegation did not visit Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, despite 

the significant number of torture and ill-treatment allegations reported by political prisoners held 

there during 2024–2025.13 Given the seriousness and frequency of these allegations, the absence 

of a visit to the facility represented a missed opportunity for independent assessment and 

preventive monitoring. 

This discrepancy deserves careful consideration in view of the CPT’s previous assessment of Baku 

Pre-Trial Detention Facility. It is concerning that the executive summary14 of the CPT’s report15 

on its visit to Azerbaijan from 12 to 19 December 2022 referred, as a positive finding, to favorable 

comments by detainees in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility regarding the facility’s management 

and administration. 

At its 119th plenary meeting, held from 9 to 13 March 2026, the CPT adopted the report on its 

2025 visit to Azerbaijan and transmitted it to the Azerbaijani Government.16 Subsequently, on 2 

                                                
11 Council of Europe, “Azerbaijan: Torture, Impunity and Corruption in Law Enforcement Remain Systemic and Widespread – New Anti-Torture 

Committee Publications”, 18 July 2018, available at: https://www.coe.int/en/web/baku/-/azerbaijan-torture-impunity-and-corruption-in-law-

enforcement-remain-systemic-and-widespread-new-anti-torture-committee-publications (accessed 1 July 2026). 
12 Public Statement Concerning Azerbaijan, adopted at the CPT's 114th Plenary Meeting, CPT/Inf (2024) 25, July 2024, available at: 

https://rm.coe.int/1680b0ccc5 (accessed 1 July 2026). 
13 “Council of Europe Anti-Torture Committee (CPT) Carries Out a Visit to Azerbaijan”, 4 October 2025, available at: 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-cpt-carries-out-a-visit-to-azerbaijan-1 (accessed 1 July 2026). 
14 CPT, Executive Summary of the Report to the Azerbaijani Government on the Visit to Azerbaijan Carried Out from 12 to 19 December 2022, 

CPT/Inf (2024) 23, Strasbourg, 3 July 2024, available at: https://rm.coe.int/1680b08fa4 (accessed 1 July 2026). 
15 the Report to the Azerbaijani Government on the Visit to Azerbaijan Carried Out from 12 to 19 December 2022, CPT/Inf (2024) 23, Strasbourg, 

3 July 2024, available at: https://rm.coe.int/1680b08fa3 (accessed 1 July 2026). 
16 "The CPT Adopts Visit Reports on Azerbaijan, France, the Netherlands, Italy, and the United Kingdom and Welcomed Six New Members”, 13 

March 2026, available at: https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/the-cpt-adopts-visit-reports-on-azerbaijan-france-the-netherlands-italy-and-the-united-

kingdom-and-welcomed-six-new-member (accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/baku/-/azerbaijan-torture-impunity-and-corruption-in-law-enforcement-remain-systemic-and-widespread-new-anti-torture-committee-publications
https://www.coe.int/en/web/baku/-/azerbaijan-torture-impunity-and-corruption-in-law-enforcement-remain-systemic-and-widespread-new-anti-torture-committee-publications
https://rm.coe.int/1680b0ccc5
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-cpt-carries-out-a-visit-to-azerbaijan-1
https://rm.coe.int/1680b08fa4
https://rm.coe.int/1680b08fa3
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/the-cpt-adopts-visit-reports-on-azerbaijan-france-the-netherlands-italy-and-the-united-kingdom-and-welcomed-six-new-member
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/the-cpt-adopts-visit-reports-on-azerbaijan-france-the-netherlands-italy-and-the-united-kingdom-and-welcomed-six-new-member


April 2026, a CPT delegation visited Azerbaijan and held high-level meetings with the Minister 

of Internal Affairs and the Deputy Ministers of Justice and Health.17 

As the Azerbaijani Government is expected to respond within six months to the report transmitted 

in March 2026 and discussed during the high-level meetings in April, the increase in allegations 

of torture and ill-treatment in Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility, as well as in other penitentiary 

institutions, requires particularly serious attention. 

The renewed cooperation has yet to produce a discernible impact on the protection of persons 

deprived of their liberty, the effectiveness of investigations into allegations of abuse, or the 

prevention of impunity. Rather, information that has emerged during this period indicates that 

concerns persist and may be worsening, warranting increased international attention, monitoring 

and accountability measures. 

Against this background, Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility should be considered a priority site for 

future CPT monitoring and assessment, given the significant increase in allegations of torture and 

ill-treatment reported there. 

The need for renewed CPT scrutiny is reinforced by the limited practical reach of UN anti-torture 

monitoring mechanisms in Azerbaijan. The practical reach and impact of UN anti-torture 

monitoring mechanisms in Azerbaijan also remain limited. In September 2014, the UN 

Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture suspended its visit to Azerbaijan and left the country due 

to obstruction by state authorities.18 The Subcommittee later returned to Azerbaijan from 16 to 24 

April 2015 and reported that the Government had provided unhindered access to places of 

detention during that visit.19 However, since 2015, the Subcommittee has not conducted a further 

country visit to Azerbaijan. 

On 9 March 2026, the UN Committee against Torture’s Follow-up Rapporteur found Azerbaijan’s 

response largely insufficient. On access to lawyers, the Committee said the Government mostly 

repeated earlier legal guarantees and failed to show how detainees can actually access legal counsel 

in practice. It remained concerned about denial of legal assistance, harassment of lawyers, judicial 

harassment, and confiscation of confidential legal materials.20 

On torture, the Committee noted with concern a 90% dismissal rate of investigations into torture 

and ill-treatment allegations and said Azerbaijan provided no information showing prosecutions 

                                                
17 “Council of Europe Anti-Torture Committee Holds High-Level Talks in Azerbaijan”, 7 April 2026, available at: https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-

/council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-holds-high-level-talks-in-azerbaijan (accessed 1 July 2026). 
18 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), “Prevention of Torture: UN Human Rights Body Suspends 

Azerbaijan Visit, Citing Obstruction”, 17 September 2014, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2014/09/prevention-torture-un-

human-rights-body-suspends-azerbaijan-visit-citing (accessed 1 July 2026). 
19 OHCHR, “UN Torture Prevention Body Due Back to Azerbaijan, 16–24 April”, 10 April 2015, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-

releases/2015/04/un-torture-prevention-body-due-back-azerbaijan-16-24-april (accessed 1 July 2026). 
20 UN Committee against Torture, Follow-up Letter to the Government of Azerbaijan on the Concluding Observations on the Fifth Periodic Report 

of Azerbaijan, CAT/Follow-up-Azerbaijan, 9 March 2026, available at: 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2FCAT%2FFUL%2FAZE%2F69300&Lang=en 

(accessed 1 July 2026). 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-holds-high-level-talks-in-azerbaijan
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-holds-high-level-talks-in-azerbaijan
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2014/09/prevention-torture-un-human-rights-body-suspends-azerbaijan-visit-citing
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2014/09/prevention-torture-un-human-rights-body-suspends-azerbaijan-visit-citing
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2FCAT%2FFUL%2FAZE%2F69300&Lang=en


or convictions. It also regretted the absence of any clear message from the highest level that torture 

and ill-treatment are unacceptable in all circumstances. 

The Committee also criticized the lack of information on investigations into torture and ill-

treatment of human rights defenders and journalists, including Tofig Yagublu, Bakhtiyar Hajiyev, 

Avaz Zeynalli, Alasgar Mammadli, and journalists linked to Abzas Media and Toplum TV. 

 

IV. Conclusion and Recommendations 

The Independent Lawyers Network considers that the information documented in relation to Baku 

Pre-Trial Detention Facility points to a credible, consistent and worsening pattern of torture, ill-

treatment and unlawful restrictions on detainees' rights that warrants urgent international attention.  

The consistency and gravity of these allegations require urgent independent scrutiny, including 

direct and confidential interviews with detainees, particularly political prisoners. 

The Independent Lawyers Network therefore: 

- calls on the relevant UN Special Procedures mandate holders, within their respective 

mandates, to intensify follow-up with Azerbaijan, including through communications with 

the Government, requests for information, and country visits, in response to the recent 

increase in allegations of torture and ill-treatment at the Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility. 

- also calls on the Council of Europe’s CPT to prioritize Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility 

in its earliest possible monitoring activities and to examine allegations of torture, ill-

treatment, restrictions on family contact and the treatment of political prisoners held in this 

penitentiary institution; 

- calls on international human rights organizations to closely monitor and support the rights 

and situation of persons detained in arrest places in Azerbaijan through close engagement 

with Azerbaijani civil society; 

- urges the Ministry of Justice of Azerbaijan to immediately ensure that unlawful restrictions 

on family visits of detainees at Baku Pre-Trial Detention Facility has ended and the visiting 

regime guaranteed by domestic law is restored; 

- calls on the Azerbaijani Government to immediately release all persons detained on 

politically motivated charges and to conduct prompt, impartial, and effective investigations 

into all allegations of torture and ill-treatment, ensuring that all perpetrators are identified, 

prosecuted, and held accountable. 
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